
Conservation Assessment  
 

             Museum object conservator Kory   
Berrett will be visiting the Heritage Center this 
fall to do a conservation assessment of the   
museum collection.  This assessment is part of 
a CAP (Conservation Assessment Program) 
grant funded through Heritage Preservation and 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
(IMLS). 
              
             The assessment will help the Heritage 
Center examine many aspects of maintaining 
and caring for the museum collections.  Berrett, 
a conservator from southeast Pennsylvania, 
will spend two days visiting and then write a 
detailed report which will become the basis for 
decisions related to collections care. 
 

             This is an important step 
for the Heritage Center and the 
responsible care for the collec-
tions. 
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The ABCs of German-American Education in Pennsylvania 
Prior to the Public School Movement of 1834 

Meschter Family Bequest 
 

            The Heritage Center received a very 
generous $26,000 bequest from the estate of 
W. Kyrel and Barbara Meschter.  The bequest 
is specified for particular projects and is  
therefore restricted. 
 

             The amount of $10,000 is for the    
establishment of the W. Kyrel Meschter    
Publication Fund.  This will be a self-
perpetuating fund for the publication of    
Heritage Center books.  The Board is         
currently creating guidelines for this new 
Fund.  The remaining funds are to be used for 
the creation of an on-line catalog of Library / 
Archival holdings and improvements to the 
Library. 
 

             We acknowledge and thank the family 
for encouraging this opportunity to memorial-
ize Kyrel and Barbara’s deep interest in the 
Heritage Center library collection. 

and History, Penn State University,    
Harrisburg, will compare and contrast 
English / Quaker and German approaches 
to education.  Dr. Allen Viehmeyer,    
Associate Director of Research, SLHC, 
will discuss the Schwenkfelders and their 
endeavors to establish and maintain 
schools. 
 

Education Symposium, Continued  pg 5 

This program has been supported in part by the Pennsylvania Humanities Council, 
the Federal-State Partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

            Join us Saturday, June 30, 2007, 
for a symposium on education and        
literacy among the German-speaking   
settlers of Pennsylvania prior to 1834.  
Some topics to be addressed include:   
German language use in education,     
gender issues in education, curriculum, 
schoolmasters, bilingual education.   
 

            Dr. Elizabeth Lewis Pardoe,     
Assistant Director, Office of Fellowships, 
Northwestern University will give the 
keynote address on the educational       
traditions of 18th century Lutherans in 
Pennsylvania.  Dr. George Boudreau,   
Assistant Professor of American Studies  

2006/2007  
Annual Fund  

Report 
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Teaching Tools:  Pennsylvania  
German Education before 1835 

Through September 15, 2007 
 

            Here at the Heritage Center we often make the 
statement that the Schwenkfelders were among the most 
literate 18th century German immigrants to Pennsylvania.  
A position like that, however, requires evidence and also 
raises many questions.   
 

            What constituted literacy among   
Pennsylvania Germans in the 18th and 19th 
centuries?  Often we assume that if      
someone could not sign his or her name, he 

or she could not read.  Today these skills seemingly go 
hand in hand, but it was not always necessarily so. Who 
taught children to read? What was the role of the school-
master and who were they? When did English  become 
part of the curriculum?  What were the divisions in terms 
of gender?  How much arithmetic was included in the  
fundamentals? 
 

            Using primary source material and the various 
“tools” of teaching—including Fraktur, Vorschriften, copy 
and ciphering books, ABC books, primers, and other     
artifacts—the Heritage Center will provide visitors with 
insight into how our ancestors became literate…and how 
some, even in tiny rural hamlets, received educations com-
parable to some of their city cousins. 

��

Upper Perkiomen Valley Baseball  
Memorabilia 

 

               Once again, current to August 30, we feature the 
fantastic collection of local baseball memorabilia:      
photos, uniforms, baseballs, and bats for a special 
spring exhibition in the hallway between the Lo-
cal History Gallery and the Library.  On view 
will be some recent additions to the Heri-
tage Center’s baseball collection.   

Marguerite de Angeli Exhibit 
 

             The Heritage Center will feature a 
collection of original drawings and other     
material by the award-winning author and artist, Marguerite 
de Angeli, from May 15 to September 15. De Angeli's 
charming books focus on the lives of Pennsylvania German 
and Quaker children in the 19th century, and have been 
loved by generations of children. Softcover editions of   
several de Angeli books are available through the Heritage 
Shop. 

New To Us: 
Recent Acquisitions for the Quilt Collection 

 

            Visit the ground floor gallery through the summer 
months and feast your eyes on several new additions to our 
quilt collection.  Ranging in date from ca. 1830-40 to the 
1920s, this delightful group of quilts includes a little bit of 
everything—from a carefully constructed mosaic pattern quilt 
top to the cheerful redwork embroidery popular in the early 
20th century.  You'll have an opportunity to examine our 
new-to-us sampler quilt, a mate to a quilt shown frequently in 
our past SLHC exhibitions. Don't miss it! 

Timely Gifts 
 

             The Heritage Center has been the recipient of 
two local tall case clocks in recent months. The first is 
a gift from our good friends Mr. & Mrs. Robert       
Calhoun.  Bob Calhoun has been our "clock man" for 
many years, and has advised us in the proper ways to 
care for the Pennsylvania German country clocks we 
treasure. 

 

             The Calhouns donated a tall case clock made by Lower 
Salford clockmaker Abraham Swartz.  Swartz was a farmer 
who lived along Indian Creek, with clockmaking being a side 
business. What makes this clock very special to the Heritage 
Center is that it was made for Schwenkfelder Baltzer Heydrich 
(1765-1846).  Heydrich was a carpenter and something of an 
artist.  As the bachelor uncle of several nieces and nephews, he 
made fraktur bookplates for his family members. 
 

             Bob Calhoun speculates that Baltzer built the cherry 
case, which features lovely inlay and Balzer's carved signature 
and date—Baltzer Heydrich seinne, uher 1823—on the back-
board of the clock.  Calhoun writes in his report, "As the clock 
shows decorative inlays, and his personal carving on the inside 
of the case stating his ownership further stamps his personality 
on the clock case, these things lead me to believe that he did, 
indeed, make this case."  Visitors can view this marvelous addi-
tion to the collection in our Schwenkfelder Heritage Gallery. 
 

             Our second "new" clock is on exhibit on the First Floor 
Local History Gallery, and was given to us by Lewis and Janet 
Hill, in memory of Mrs. Hill's parents, Frank and Jeanette     
Israel. Mr. Israel was a clock collector and acquired this Jacob 
Sallede (Solliday) Bucks County clock during his lifetime.  
When he purchased it, the clock face was covered with floral 
wallpaper.  After painstakingly removing the offending paper, 
he revealed a superb brass face underneath, engraved with two 
suitably “dutchy" birds. Though the previous owners had      
removed the spandrels on the face, the clock still shines with 
much of its original glory. This clock probably dates 
to the late 18th to early 19th century. 
 

             Thanks to the Calhouns and the Hills and all 
of our other very kind donors! 



Image and Text: Vorshriften  
(a fraktur workshop)   
Thursday, August 16, 2007   
3:30—5:00 pm     Ages 6 and up  
 

Join us as we look at the decorated texts of the  
Schwenkfelders on view in our Teaching Tools      
exhibit, then create your own, incorporating type   
and image motifs seen in our collection. 

Family Workshops 
Spend Thursday afternoons this summer at the 
Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center! Every 
third Thursday of each month, come and join us in 
gallery activities and classroom crafts related to our 
special exhibits and permanent collection. Cost is 
$5.00 per participant/workshop. For forms or more 
information visit www.schwenkfelder.com or call 
215-679-3103. 
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Children’s Reading Hour 
Marguerite de Angeli 
Thursday June 21, 2007 
3:30—5:00 pm               Ages 5 & up 
 

Join us for gallery activities as part of the Marguerite 
de Angeli exhibit and read from a selection of de An-
geli’s books. 

Perkiomen  
Student  
Curated  
Exhibit 
 

    Local History Gallery 
      Through June 2007 
 

From March 20th to May 30th five students 
from Perkiomen School participated in a 
course on Museum Studies. The course was 
team taught by Dr. Lisa Swart from Perki-
omen and Rebecca Lawrence, Museum Edu-
cator, and Candace Perry,   Curator of Collec-
tions. During the first part of the course, stu-

dents demonstrated fundamental knowledge of mu-
seum practices—from staffing a museum to object 
handling. In the remaining part of the course, students 
selected their topic, arranged objects related to the 
topic, wrote label text and designed a small catalog for 
their exhibit. Each student was assigned a case in the 
Local History Gallery to create an exhibit related to 
his or her topic. Topics ranged from Phrenology and 
Governor John Hartranft to Photography and Wunder-
kammers. The exhibit opened May 23 during a public 
reception. Perkiomen School provided the catering and 
fellow classmates performed in a string quartet.  The 
student curated exhibits will continue through June 
2007.  A special thanks to all Perkiomen faculty for 
their wonderful continued support.  Visit our website 
for photos and more info! 

Becoming an Author and Illustrator  
Thursday, July 26, 2007   (Please note: there will not 
be a workshop on July 19th) 
3:30—5:00 pm             Ages 6 and up  
 

Play the role of an author and illustrator as we write   
stories for images already created, and create images 
for stories yet to be illustrated. We'll take another 
glance at the work by illustrator and author Marguerite 
de Angeli.  
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 Professional Staff Activities 
 

Heritage Center staff members have been busy providing  
programs for organizations and attending educational        
programs.  Here is a sampling of their activities: 
 
 

January 28—Palm Schwenkfelder Church Confirmation 
Class visit with Allen Viehmeyer and David Luz 
 

February 24—Candace Perry, Allen Viehmeyer and 
David Luz attend Rural History Confederation                
Interpreter’s Workshop on Indentures and other 18th    
Century servants  
 

February 25, 26, 27—Rebecca Lawrence attended the 
Small Museum Conference in Ocean City, MD 
 

March 10—Lutheran Seminary in Mount Airy class on 
American Christianity tour with Allen Viehmeyer and 
David Luz 
 

March 13—Rebecca Lawrence attended National Art 
Education Association Museum Educator Pre-Conference 
meeting in New York City  
 

March 15—Candace Perry spoke to the Centre County  
Historical Society on Fraktur.  Allen Viehmeyer at Ephrata 
Cloister Brüderlied, Schwesterlied, Cabal in Ephrata 
 

March 26—Candace Perry spoke to the Lower Macungie 
Historical Society on Fraktur 
 

March 28—Hunt Schenkel attended a Conservation    
Center for Art and Historic Artifacts workshop at the    
Wistar Institute in Philadelphia “Understanding Archives: 
An Introduction to Archival Basics” 
 

March 31—Candace Perry attended Quilts in a Material 
World conference at Winterthur, DE 
 

April 14—David Luz spoke to Regional District Lions  
Conference in Kulpsville 
 

April 17— Candace Perry spoke at the German Society of 
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia 
 

April 24—David Luz and Candace Perry presented 
“Institutional Change at the Schwenkfelder Library &   
Heritage Center” at the PA Federation of Museums and 
Historical Organizations Annual Meeting in Bethlehem 
 

April 25—Kutztown University Library staff Continuing 
Education tour of Heritage Center with David Luz, Hunt 
Schenkel and Allen Viehmeyer 

��

Music Book Catalogers from Moravian College 
 
             Among the archival materials is a number of 
hand-written music books and loose sheets of musical 
notation. Each weekend during March and April 
music students from The Moravian College used 
their skills to catalog this material. Supervised by their  
music professor, Dr. Hilde Binford, these students were 
Jason Cote, Kelly Schmidt, and  Rachel Beard, a Schwenk-
felder descendant. Thanks to their efforts, this project is near-
ing completion. 

Other Society happenings... 

Recent Library & Archive Acquisitions  
    

New books: 
A Method of Prayer: A Mystical Pamphlet from 
Colonial America by Johannes Kelpius; [edited by] 

Kirby Don Richards.             
Das Geistliche Lied der Schwenckfelder by 
Ute Evers            

Early Charcoal Iron Forges, Furnaces and 
Slitting Mills in Chester County, Pennsylvania, 

1718-1830 by Daniel A. Graham. 
 

Wright’s Ferry Mansion by Elizabeth Meg Schaefer—a 
two volume set detailing the house and the collection             

New archives: 
Records of the Pennsburg Branch of the Needle-
work Guild of America—donated by Roderick 
Wood. 

American Girl Place Bus Trip 
August 9, 2007 

 

          Sign up now for a trip into New York 
City to visit the American Girl Place on    
Thursday, August 9, 2007.  Marcia Moll Barone 
will be chaperone for this exciting day of fun 
and exploration of the American Girl              
experience.  Ideal for your daughters or grand-
daughters with American Girl Dolls—bring 
them along to enjoy the luncheon and show!  Of 
course there’s always time for shopping. The 
bus leaves the Heritage Center parking lot at 
8:30 am and will return approximately at 6:30 
pm. Price covers all expenses (except          
shopping) - $91.00 / person. Please contact    
Debbie at the Heritage Center at 215-679-3103. 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
 

             A deep thank you to the over 500 people who 
helped to make this year our most successful Annual 
Fund Campaign ever!  Our generous donors raised 
over $150,000. For more details, please see the Donor 
Report in this issue of Heritage Headlines. 
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Summer 2007 Programs and Events 
 

June 13—Noon 
Brown Bag Lunch—Berthelsdorf, Herrnhut and 
Goerlitz, Schwenkfelder Refuges 
—Dr. Viehmeyer 
 

June 17—2:00 pm 
Berthelsdorf, Herrnhut and Goerlitz,  
Schwenkfelder Refuges —Dr. Viehmeyer 
 

June 30—9:00 am—3:30 pm 
Educational Symposium— see article on page 1  
 

July 11—Noon 
Brown Bag Lunch—The Viehweg: A History —
Dr. Viehmeyer 
 

July 15—2:00 pm 
The Viehweg: A History —Dr. Viehmeyer 
 

August 8—Noon 
Brown Bag Lunch—Schwenkfelder Women:  
Helena Heydrich —Dr. Viehmeyer 
 

August 9—8:30 am 
American Girl Bus Trip 
 

August 12—2:00 pm 
Schwenkfelder Women: Helena Heydrich —Dr. 
Viehmeyer 

     Summer 2007 Exhibits 
 
 

Through September 15, 2007 
Teaching Tools 
Local History and Art Galleries 
 

Through June 30, 2007 
Perkiomen School Museum Class 
Wall Display Cases, Local History Gallery 
 
 

Through September 30, 2007 
New Quilts in the Collection 
Fraktur Gallery 
 

Through August 30, 2007 
Valley Baseball Collection 
Library Hallway Cases 
 

Through September 15, 2007 
Marguerite de Angeli, Perkiomen Valley Author  
Meeting Room 
 

September 11—December 31, 2007 
On the Path to an Organization of the  
Schwenkfelders  
Library Hallway Cases 

Education Symposium—Continued from page 1 
 
             Joel Alderfer, Archivist / Curator, Mennonite 
Heritage Center, Charlene Donchez-Mowers,          
Executive Director, Historic Bethlehem Partnership, 
and Michael Showalter, Educator, Ephrata Cloister, 
will present lectures on educational practices in    
Mennonite, Moravian and Ephrata communities,      
respectively.  SLHC Curator of Collections Candace 
Perry will moderate the day, raising questions and 
providing opportunities for dialogue among the   
presenters and audience members. The papers (or    
abstracts) will be posted on the SLHC website. 
 

            Please contact the Heritage Center at          
215-679-3103 for registration information.  A fee of 
$30 ($15 for students) is requested for participation 
in the symposium.  For more information, check out 
our website: www.schwenkfelder.com . 

New in the Gift Shop:  
Stained Glass Quilt Blocks by Bill Shermer 

 

            Stained Glass artist Bill 
Shermer once again shares his 
wonderful creativity in glass 
with a variety of stained glass 
quilt patterns featured in our gift 
shop.  Two of the ten one-of-a-
kind patterns are featured       
here.  These beautifully decora-
tive creations are based on     
familiar quilt patterns—but with a new twist!  The    
vibrant colors interplay in glass—catching the light and 

changing as the day passes.  
These are sure to make an eye-
catching addition to any home 
décor!  Stop by the Heritage 
Center Gift Shop to see these 
unique creations today!  Each 
unique Quilt Block costs $45.00 
and comes in a variety of sizes 
from 6” x 6” to 8” x 8”. 



           Around the Region 
 
Mark your calendars and take note   
The Goschenhoppen Historians are moving their         
renowned annual Folk Festival, held August 10 and 11 
this year, to the Antes House Plantation property on   
Colonial Road off Route 73 in Upper Frederick     
Township.  Check out www.goschenhoppen.org or call 
Candace Perry at SLHC for more information.  Don't 
miss it! 
 

Two great quilt and textile shows  
¨ Stars Over Pennsylvania at the Heritage   

Center Museum of Lancaster County—through 
December 31. (www.heritagecentermuseum.com;                   
Phone: 717-299-6440) . 

¨ A Quilt Sampler at the Chester County Historical 
Society in West Chester—through September 16. 
(www.cchs-pa.org; phone: 610-692-4800).  

 

And a fascinating look at barns  
As Large as Palaces: Pennsylvania   
German Barns at the Mennonite      
Heritage Center in Harleysville—

through October 30. (www.mhep.org; phone 215-256-
3020).  
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LOCAL HISTORY TOURS 
Saturday, September 29, 2007 

 

            Join local historians Alan Keyser and Larry 
Roeder as they take you to places in the Upper 
Perkiomen Valley that you have passed by and 
never knew the facts about or an      
unusual story behind the site. 
 

            Tour destinations and routes 
are now being prepared.  Each historian will guide 
one tour in the morning and another in the             
afternoon—so you may want to reserve the whole 
day!  Details will follow in the next newsletter. 

iGive SHOPPING PAYS OFF! 
 

             Many people have shopped at www.iGive.com 
since June 2006.  This is great, because each 
time someone shops the Mall at www.iGive.
com, the Heritage Center benefits.  Checks 

received so far add up to $85.72!  Every penny 
raised helps to bring you the Heritage Center services 
you have come to expect.  SO...shop until you drop—at  
www.iGive.com. 


