
Shop thru iGive.com and 
contribute to the Heritage Center! 

 

              Are you an avid online 
shopper?  Point your mouse in the 
direction of www.iGive.com  and 
donate to the Heritage Center 
every time you shop your favorite 
online retailers.  
 

              At the Mall at www.iGive.com/joinLink , 
you get a free membership (no costs or obligations) 
to shop at 600+ stores and without even knowing it, 
you’ll be helping the Schwenkfelder Library & 
Heritage Center at the same time.   
 

              Have any questions?  Feel free to contact 
Candace Perry at the Heritage Center                
(215-679-3103) or candace@schwenkfelder.com. 
 

              Shop ‘til you drop and help the Heritage 
Center at the same time! 
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             Tour the Yuengling 
brewery, America’s oldest, 
in Pottsville and the Pioneer 
Tunnel Coal Mine in Ash-

land on Thursday, July 13, 2006.  The tour 
leaves from the Heritage Center parking lot 
at 9:30 am and returns by 5:30 pm.  The 
cost for this coach tour is $60.00/person. 
 

             The tour includes all entry fees, a 
light lunch, transportation, and gratuities.  
 

             Reservations are required and can 
be made by calling the Heritage Center at 
215-679-3103 and speaking to Debbie. 

Dr. Viehmeyer Returns! 
 

   The Board of Directors is pleased to announce 
the return of Dr. L. Allen Viehmeyer this summer as 
the new Associate Director of Research. 
 

       Dr. Viehmeyer is moving to East Greenville, 
close to the Heritage Center, and will take up of-
fices in the Heritage Center Library.  Dr. Viehmeyer 
retires as of June 1, 2006, from an over 35 year dis-
tinguished professional career in the Department of 
Foreign Languages and Literatures of Youngstown 
State University. 
 

      "I am most excited to begin this critical associa-
tion with the Heritage Center," Dr. Viehmeyer 
stated.  "I am thrilled about working with this ex-
tremely valuable collection of manuscripts and 
books, assisting staff and researchers, developing 
close ties with Schwenckfeld and Schwenkfelder 
scholars in both America and Germany as well as 
helping the Heritage Center achieve its mission and 
goals." 
 

      The Board and Staff welcome Dr. Viehmeyer 
and look forward to many years of a productive 
partnership. 

Spirituality and Medicine in the 
18th Century PA German Community: 

From Folk Remedies to  
Professional Practice 

 

When: Saturday, October 21, 2006, 9:00 am—
3:30 pm at the Heritage Center, Pennsburg, PA 
 

Speakers for the day include: 
· Dr. John Crellin, Medical Historian, retired, Fac-

ulty of Medicine, Memorial University of New-
foundland, Canada 

· Dr. Donald Yoder, Professor Emeritus of Reli-
gious Studies and Folklore & Folklife at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania 

· Dr. A. Gregg Roeber, Professor of Early Modern 
History and Religious Studies and Co-Director, 
Max Kade German-American Research Institute, 
Pennsylvania State University 

· Additional presentations made by Abe Roan, 
Michael Showalter and Candace K. Perry 

 

MORE DETAILS IN NEXT NEWSETTER  

SPECIAL INSERT  
  

The 2005/2006  
Report to Donors 
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Raffle to Accompany Hooked Rug Exhibit 
 

             Mary Jo and Karl Gimber, and two other mem-
bers of the Hunterdon County Rug Artisans Guild in 
Hunterdon County, NJ, have very generously donated 
four new small hooked rugs inspired by fraktur designs 
(two pictured below, right) for a raffle that will jointly 
benefit the Heritage Center and the Guild.  The rugs will 
be on view during the hooked rug exhibit in August and 
September. 
 

             Tickets will be $5.00 each for a chance to win 
one of the rugs.  There will be four winners.  Tickets will 
be available at the Heritage Center or via mail, phone or 
email for the duration of the exhibit.  Photos of the rugs 
will be posted on the Center's website for our 
friends who would like to participate in the raffle 
but can't visit the Heritage Center. 
 

             The rugs would be a charming addition 
to any home, and wonderful way to add a mar-
velous handmade piece to your collection at an 
absolute fraction of their value. For more infor-
mation on purchasing tickets, contact Candace 
Perry at the Heritage Center. 
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Now Showing:  
Pennsylvania Germans and the Victorian Taste 

 

                           The Heritage Center’s exhibition The Pennsyl-
vania Germans and The Victorian Taste, March 15 - 
September 15, 2006, offers a look at the assimilation of 
traditional PA German folk culture with the popular 
American taste of the mid-to-late 19th century.   
 

             Four popular trends (romanticism, a craze for the 
exotic, neo-classical influences and an interest in nature) 
in Victorian decorative arts emerged when exploring the 
Heritage Center's collection for objects for the exhibit. 
For example, the Pennsylvania Germans were fascinated 
by the sentimentality and romanticism of the era. A won-
derful portrait of a woman by PA German painter Peter 
Frederick Rothermel included in the exhibit is an excel-
lent representation of this theme.  
 

             Also on view are objects that reflect the craze for 
the exotic and Far East, such as crazy quilts and toleware; 
neo-classical influences in transitional country furniture; 
and the deep appreciation the Pennsylvania Germans of 
the Victorian era had for nature.  
 

             This idea, of course, is best expressed in the 
Heritage Center's exhibit of the Schwenkfelder             
herbarium, through June 30. 

Hooked Rug Exhibit 
August 1 to September 30 2006  

 

             There is evidence that hooked fabrics were produced 
in some ancient civilizations. However, rug hooking as we 
know it today started in the first half of the 19th Century.  
This was a time when the drudgery of daily life sufficiently 
eased to allow women time to produce decorative and utili-
tarian items for the home, such as hooked rugs.  They used 
worn out clothing, old bed linens and other scraps of fabric 
from their ragbag.  A bent nail inserted in a wooden handle 
was used as the hook. 
 

             The Hunterdon County Rug Artisans Guild is dedi-
cated to perpetuating the tradition and art of rug hooking in 
all its forms.  Most of its 50 + members live in New Jersey 
and Southeastern Pennsylvania, although some live as far 
away as New Hampshire, New York, Virginia and Florida. 
 

             The exhibit will include rugs that display a multi-
tude of subjects: country, home, children, pets, flowers, his-
tory and wildlife, to name a few.  They run the gamut: clas-
sic forms to abstract, traditional to contemporary, fine art to 
decorative art, rugs for the floor and rugs for the wall. 

From Print to Picture: Folk Art Drawings from 
Printed Sources 

 

             Printed resources -- books, prints and broadsides -- 
provided wonderful inspiration for artistic Schwenkfelders 
and other Pennsylvania Germans.  Many artists copied the 
images they found in their books and popular prints of the 
day while adding their own personal style. 
 

             The Heritage Center is fortunate to have a marvel-
ous group of these drawings in its fraktur collection, dating 
from the late 18th century to the mid 19th century.  They 
range from the whimsical Wunderfisch, a Schwenkfelder 
favorite, to interpretations of religious images and Currier & 
Ives.   
 

             Join us for this delightful exhibition -- and a differ-
ent way of looking at fraktur and folk art drawings -- from 
May 1 to October 15 in the Fraktur Gallery on the ground 
floor of the Heritage Center. 



 



CYE! 
 

In other words,  
Check Your Email!   

 

If you send us your email ad-
dress, you can subscribe to 
our Education eNewsletter. It contains up to 
date information on school programs, weekend 
workshops, summer youth programs and other 
initiatives in education.  In addition, each issue 
will put a spotlight on one object from one of our 
exhibits. Send your email address to:  
            info@schwenkfelder.com   
            subject: eNewsletter. 

 

Look in your inbox today! 
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Trumbauersville Community Day  
June 3, 2006 2:00-5:00 pm 

 
Show your support for the Schwenkfelder Library 
and other local community organizations as we 
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Trumbau-
ersville Fire Company. After the parade, visit our 
carnival stand from 2-5 pm where we will make 
Victorian paper hats, paper dolls and have puz-
zles, all free for children and their families! (One 
activity per child)  
 

We do need volunteers for this event, if you 
would like to help monitor the stand, give us a 
call at 215-679-3103. 

SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAMS 
June 10 2006, Saturday 
              The Embroidered Page 
              $5.00 10:30 am Ages 8+ 

Design and create an embroidered page through observing the 
traditions of Berlin work. 
 

June 26-30 2006, Monday-Friday 
              Drawing From Nature Camp 
              $95.00 10:00 am daily. Ages 10+ 

Students will travel to the John Audubon Center, and 
the Green Lane Nature Center as they produce a va-
riety of drawings, prints, and begin a plant specimen collection.  
All materials provided, must bring a packed lunch. 
 

July 8 2006, Saturday 
              Victorian Dress Workshop 
              $5.00 10:30 am Ages 8+ 

Visitors will reproduce patterns from our textile collection. Us-
ing paper, participants will create a lifesize article of clothing 
inspired by our Victorian exhibit. 

 
July 26-28 2006, Wednesday-Friday 
               A Victorian Soiree 
               $65.00 10:00 am—2:00 pm Ages 9+ 

Students will travel for tea/lunch at Barbara Ann’s Tea Room in 
Green Lane, create face masks, collage houses, thaumatropes 
and fancywork objects—all inspired by our Victorian exhibit.  
                

August 5 2006, Saturday 
              Printmaking 
              $5.00 10:30 am Ages 12+ 
            Participants will design and print their own plates 

based on fraktur and imprint motifs. 
 
August 14-18 2006, Monday-Friday 
              Contemporary Weaving Workshop 
              $75.00 10:00 am daily. Ages 15-18 

Students will produce a weaving related to their identity and 
matriarchal heritage using strips of fabric, embroidery and 3D 
objects. Visiting artist Laurel Kennedy will be demonstrating 
and presenting work by other contemporary weavers.  

 
August 24-25 2006, Thursday-Friday 
              Hooked Rug Mini Camp 
              Pricing, times and ages to follow. 

Students will learn the basic methods and materials in rug hook-
ing as they work from their own patterns and patterns that are 
provided. Taught by members of the Hunterdon County Rug 
Artisans Guild. 

YOUTH REGISTRATION 
 

For registration, please call 215-679-3103 to 
reserve a space. Space is limited for specific 
programs. For your convenience, a registra-
tion form is available on our website,                
www.schwenkfelder.com, under Education: 
Youth or Family Programming. 
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Summer/Fall 2006 Exhibits 
 

Through June 30, 2006 
A Link To The Past – Uncovering The Hidden  
Treasures Of The Mysterious Schwenkfelder 
Herbarium               Meeting Room 
 

Through August 30, 2006 
Valley Baseball Collection         Library Cases  
 

Through September 15, 2006 
PA Germans and the Victorian Taste, 1835-1900  
Local History Gallery—Sponsored by: 
The Central Schwenkfelder Ladies’ Aid Society 
 

Through November 12, 2006 
Print to Pictures: Fraktur Derived from Printed 
Sources       Fraktur Gallery 
 

August 1 — September 30, 2006 
Hooked Rug Show—Hunterdon County Rug Ar-
tisans Guild   Meeting Room 
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Summer/Fall 2006 Programs 
 
June 10, 2006, 10:30 am 
The Embroidered Page Youth Workshop 
 

June 26 – 30, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm                     
Drawing from Nature with Mill Grove Nature Cen-
ter—Youth Summer Camp  
 

July 8, 2006, 10:30 am 
Victorian Dress Family Workshop 
 

July 13, 2006, 9:00 am — 5:00 pm 
Bus Trip to Yuengling Brewery and Ashland Coal 
Mine Tour 
 

July 26 — 28, 2006, 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
Victorian Soiree—Youth Summer Camp 
 

August 5, 2006, 10:30 am 
Printmaking, Youth Workshop 
 

August 14 – 18, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm                  
Contemporary Weaving Workshop 
 

August 24 & 25, 2006 
Hooked Rug Mini-Camp 
 

September 23, 2006 
Hooked Rug making class 
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Schwenkfelder Cake at the Folk Festival 
 
            Once again this year we will have our outstanding 
Schwenkfelder Cake available for sampling and sale at the      
Goschenhoppen Folk Festival, August 11 & 12, 2006.  This 
year’s festival theme will be “Wood on the Family Farm”. 
 
               Dressed in the 18th century garb, the staff and vol-
unteers will hand out saffron cake and tell the Schwenk-
felder story to all who stop by.  Additionally available at the 
Heritage Center bookseller table will be every-
body’s favorite Schwenkfelder and PA German 
books and cookbooks. 
 
               Join the fun—volunteers are especially 
appreciated!  See one of a kind crafters at work and experi-
ence our country the way people actually lived a century or 
two ago.  This is the final year the Festival will be held at 
New Goschenhoppen Park—in 2007 it moves to the Antes 
House property. 

The Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Cen-
ter depends on the generosity of its friends. 

 
Please help us preserve our Schwenkfelder 

and local heritage by remembering 
 

Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center 
 

in your will and estate planning. 
 

Thank you! 

Upper Perkiomen Valley Baseball Memorabilia 
 

               Once again we feature the fantastic collection of 
local baseball memorabilia:  Photos, uniforms, baseballs 
and bats for a special spring exhibition in the hallway be-
tween the local history gallery and the Library.  On view 
will be some recent additions 
to the Heritage Center’s base-
ball collection.  Check out the 
roster of local leagues in the 
early and mid 20th century. 



           Wish List 
 

We have done wonderfully with our wish list requests!  Thank you very 
much!  Over the years we have added many things to our day to day opera-
tions which have helped us to accomplish our mission of preserving and inter-
preting the heritage of the Schwenkfelders and the Upper Perkiomen Valley.  
This quarter, we present a few more needs for your consideration. 
 

· Book, The German Single-Leaf Woodcut 1600-1700, 1977: $200.00 
 

· Sponsorship Bradley Hendershot Exhibition Catalog:   $100.00 each 
             Sponsor names will appear in the catalog.  
             We are seeking 10 sponsors. 
 

· Net Twinkle lights for an upcoming holiday exhibit: 
             4 to 6 sets needed at $21.00/set 
 

· Storage Unit from IKEA: $80.00 
 

· Upgrade the Education Workstation with a DVD burner: $200.00 
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Thank you!  
 

· Anonymous gift for paper towel holders, valued at $ 235.00 
· Edwin Gatia for 9 rolls of paper 
· Donors of Education supplies:  catalogs, yarn and frames 

 

Your Name on a Brick! 
 
      Join the hundreds of people who 
have already put their name or message 
on bricks lining the entrance to the 
Heritage Center! 
 
      For a donation of $100/brick, you 
can have your name—18 letters/spaces 
per line, up to two lines—or an honored 
or memorialized loved one, inscribed 
on a brick and placed along the en-
trance walks of the Heritage Center. 
 
      You may either send us your info 
with your check  
or credit card info 
for $100, or call, 
write or email for 
a Brick Form and 
we’ll send it right 
out. 


