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ARCHIVE / LIBRARY
RECENT ACQUISITIONS

NEW BOOKS

The Quilt: A History and Celebration of an American Art
Form by Elise Schebler Roberts.

Swamp, New Hanover — volume 2 by Robert Wood
Life on the Farm in 1920 to 1930 by Beulah Batman Miller

Quellen zur Geschichte des Neisser Bistumlandes auf Grund
der drei dltesten Neisser Lagerbiicher by Kurt Engelbert.

Lauchnor family bible, Martin Luther translation, published by
Emanuel Thurneysen,1798. Donated by Clifford Lauchnor.

NEW ARCHIVES

Irwin Mensch calligraphy donated by Timothy C. Rupp and
Barbara Rupp Finkelstein.

1927 photograph of the reunion of students of Professor Henry
E. Hartzell, Sumneytown Academy. Donated by Mildred
Trumbore.

NEW PDF FILES

The Heritage Center now has searchable PDF files
available for church records, microfilm, family Bibles,
almanacs, as well as birth, death, and marriage announcements
in the Schwenkfeldian through 2006. The files, created from a
data base, allows researchers to find specific records from our
collection. There still is no individual name index, but the
new, electronic format allows researchers to search by record
name or names, location, denomination, dates and even record
compiler. These are only available for use in the library.

SCHWENKSVILLE ITEM
MICROFILMING COMPLETE

Through the Pennsylvania Newspaper Project at Penn
State University, the Heritage Center has been able to have the
remainder of its Schwenksville Item newspapers microfilmed.
The entire collection is now available for researchers to use.
All years up to 1989 are available (there is no 1946 in the
collection): this includes the years 1878-1880 when the paper
was known as the Weekly Item. Special thanks to Ted Judt for
his assistance in completing the grant for this project.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

i The Heritage Center needs

3 .. friendly people seeking a rewarding

4 e experience welcom.ing‘ visitors. Our

R e, " front desk receptionists are very

bﬂ | ‘, P important volunteers—they are the

- first contact for researchers, tourists,

genealogists and others who stop by the Heritage Center.

Call Debbie Dunkelberger at 215-679-3103 to find out how
you can become part of this vital team.

"

PROFESSIONAL STAFF ACTIVITIES 8

Heritage Center staff members have been busy
providing programs for organizations as well as
taking the Heritage Center programs offsite. Here is

a sampling of their activities:

November 6—Gaudy Dutch Quester Tour—Candace Perry
December 11—Norriton Quester Tour—Candace Perry

January 9—ILansdale Women’s Club, PA German Quilts
lecture—Candace Perry

January 29—Tourism Seminar: “The Secrets of Travel
Packaging Success”—David Luz

February 1—Abington Civic Club, PA German Textiles
lecture—Candace Perry

February 5—Rural History Confederation Interpreter’s
Workshop—Rebecca Lawrence

February 9—Delaware Valley Embroiderer’s Guild:

Schwenkfelder Samplers lecture—Candace Perry

February 11— Then and Now in the Upper Perkiomen
Valley” - Upper Perkiomen Business and Professional
Women’s Club—David Luz and Jerry Chiccarine

February 24, 25, 26—Small Museum Association Meeting,
Ocean City, MD—Rebecca Lawrence

PR

NEW LOCAL HISTORY PHOTO
BOOK RELEASED

Authors Jerry A. Chiccarine and
David W. Luz hold the newly released
Images of America local history
photograph book, The Upper Perkiomen
Valley, which became available shortly
before Christmas. The book has been selling briskly in the
Heritage Center gift shop and other book retailers.

Through postcards and photographs, The Upper
Perkiomen Valley illustrates the culture as it existed in this
area almost a century ago. Previously unseen images create
an understanding of the past, a connection with the
community and pride in this beautiful region. Jerry A.
Chiccarine, author of Along the Perkiomen (an Arcadia
publication), has lived all his life along the Perkiomen Creek
and is an avid postcard collector. David W. Luz is the
Executive Director of the Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage
Center. Together with local researcher Narona Kemmerer
Gebert, they organized and assembled this book with the
support of the archives and staff of the Schwenkfelder
Library. The authors are donating all proceeds from the sale
of the book to benefit the Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage
Center.
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SLHC & LORAX FOUNDATION ANNOUNCE
PHOTO CONTEST FOR FALL 2008

The Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center, in partnership with
the Lorax Foundation of Hereford Township, Berks County, is delighted
to announce a photography contest and show to be held this autumn in
the Heritage Center’s Meeting Room on the first floor. All are invited to
submit their photography of the natural beauty or historic landscape of
southeastern Pennsylvania (see guidelines below) for the show, which is
titled “For the Beauty of the Earth”.

The Lorax Foundation is dedicated to the preservation and
conservation of the natural and historic landscape in Hereford Township
and the surrounding area. They are collaborating with the Heritage
Center to raise awareness of the need to preserve open space in our
communities, and our many significant historic resources. Lorax is the
sponsor of the first prize, $100, for the contest in the adult category.

* The photography contest is open to all ages with separate categories
for children and adults. The preliminary guidelines are as follows:

* Photographs may be no larger than 8x10 (image size) with a mat
size of no larger than 12x14.

* All photographs in the adult category MUST be matted. Matting is
also encouraged for children’s entries but mounting on a sheet &
of matboard or cardboard will be accepted for children only, g
as long as the size does not exceed 12x14. . 'P‘j_]

* One submission per person

* The theme of the contest is the natural or historic landscape of
southeastern Pennsylvania. This includes Philadelphia, Delaware, Bucks,
Montgomery, Chester, Berks and Lehigh counties.

* The “natural landscape” includes photographs of nature, including
plants and animals, or your friends, family and pets interacting in the
southeastern PA landscape.

* The “historic landscape” includes photographs of historic sites and
places in southeastern PA.

* The adult category is for ages 18 and up; children’s categories are
ages 7 to 13 and 14 to 17.

* All submissions will be exhibited; judging will occur from all of the
submissions, with first, second and third place, honorable mentions, and a
people’s choice awarded in each category.

The Lorax Foundation is the sponsor of the $100 first place award
in the adult category. All photographs must be submitted no later than
SEPTEMBER 2, 2008. The opening of the show, with a public
reception, is Sunday, September 28, 2008. Any questions—or for more
info—contact Candace Perry at the Heritage Center at 215-679-3103.

SLHC WEBSITE
UNDERGOING TRANSFORMATION

With a new navigation bar and design in development, our
website will carry a larger web presence and become more efficient and
user friendly. As a sneak peek, the education section of our website has
taken on this new framework. In addition to the new design, several
pages have been added to the education pages by featuring online
resources, learning opportunities for adults, the Brown Bag lunch
lecture schedule, German language programs and new family &
homeschool programs. Watch as each area will take on the new
structure and feature brand new subject areas. The Library pages will
feature discoveries and current research from area scholars about our
collection and contain valuable information for new and current patrons.
The Heritage Shop page will undergo a complete reorganization to
highlight guest artisans, new gifts and sale items. We will also feature
pages that highlight the history of the organization and local area. Keep
an eye out as we launch our new site.

BABY LOVE: TAUFSCHEINAND  ___ oG
OBJECTS OF BABYHOOD =\
April 13- October 14 Y

Celebrate spring with our exhibit featuring selections
from the extensive Geburts- und Taufschein collection of the
SLHC and baby garments, quilts, furniture, ceramics and other
baby-related objects from our museum collection. These
examples of Pennsylvania German babyhood from the
Perkiomen region and beyond are wonderful representations of
the rebirth that comes to us every year with the spring
equinox. Bring your favorite baby, or mom-to-be, and receive
10% off your gift shop purchase! (with some exceptions)

BY THE SWEAT OF THEIR BROW: WORK AND
WORKERS IN THE PERKIOMEN REGION
March 25—September 15, 2008

The Heritage Center will present By the Sweat of their
Brow, an exhibition about traditional forms of work and workers
in the Perkiomen region. Using H. Winslow Fegley’s extraordi-
nary photographic record of rural work as a guide, the exhibit
will feature the types of tools and equipment used for work in
the home, farm and rural trades that are in the museum
collection of the Heritage Center. The types of workers,
including apprentices, indentured servants, and slaves will also
be explored using materials from the Heritage Center
archives. Many seldom or never seen obsolete objects of
everyday life from the collection will be included in the exhibit.

UPPER PERKIOMEN VALLEY
BASEBALL MEMORABILIA

Once again, May 5 to August 30, we feature the
fantastic collection of local baseball memorabilia: photos,
uniforms, baseballs, and bats for a special spring exhibition in
the hallway between the Local History Gallery and the Library.
On view will be some recent additions to the Heritage Center’s
baseball collection. Check out the roster of local leagues in the
early and mid 20th century!

CHRISTOPHER SAUER: COLONIAL PRINTER
March 18—September 15, 2008

Christopher Sauer and his son by the same name were
the most influential printers to the German-speaking people of
Colonial America. This exhibit introduces father and son and
tells the visitor their story. Through copies of rare 18th century
imprints from their presses, a glimpse of their lives and their
activities is revealed. The Sauer press was a natural place for
the Schwenkfelders to turn when they had printing projects in
the 1760s. Get to know these intriguing 18th century men from
Germantown in this Art Gallery exhibit.

Many thanks to Mrs. Dottie
Heebner for the donation of the
Brad Smith bench made from
material from the Heebner Barn
recently removed from the
farmstead in Worcester. Stop by
and try it out!
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Family & Homeschool Workshops

Cost is $5.00 per participant/workshop. For forms or
more information visit www.schwenkfelder.com or
call 215-679-3103.

PA German Easter Eggs

Ages 6 & up SON
Tuesday, March 4, 2008
3:30-5:00pm

Thursday, March 6, 2008
1:30-3:00pm & 3:30-5:00pm

The Egg Tree & Eastertide Traditions

Ages 6 & up

Tuesday, March 18, 2008
3:30-5:00pm

Thursday, March 20, 2008
1:30-3:00pm & 3:30-5:00pm

Punch Needle Rug Hooking

Ages 6 & up

Tuesday, April 8, 2008
3:30-5:00pm

Thursday, April 10, 2008
1:30-3:00pm & 3:30-5:00pm

Adult Tape Weaving Workshop

Hand woven tape ribbon
was important to the PA
Germans in the 18" and
19" centuries. Led by
_ Susan Weaver who taught
our children’s tape weaving
workshop last year, this
Adult workshop will offer
an intensive exploration of
the traditional tape loom
and the weaving process. Learn to read a ‘draft’, ‘dress’ a
box loom and weave historical patterns. No experience
necessary. The Adult Tape Weaving Workshop is offered
April 19, 2008, from 10am-5pm. $35 per participant.
Registration is limited to a small number of participants.
Registration deadline is April 12, 2008. A small snack and
break is provided. Registration forms are available on our
website, www.schwenkfelder.com.

German Language Classes

Designed for the entire family. Classes are taught by
Dr. Allen Viehmeyer. Visit our website for
registration information.

Basic German Words

Ages 5+

Learn a set of basic German words from greetings,
numbers, colors to family and object names as you
work from materials in our museum collection.
Designed for multiple age groups. No previous
knowledge of German required.

Program length: 1 hour, $5.00 per participant
Choose one session:

April 2, 2008 1:30-2:30pm

April 4, 2008 1:30-2:30pm

Basic German Conversation

Ages 5+

Over a series of 8 sessions for a total of 10 hours,
build upon your skills and basic vocabulary set as
you begin conversing in German. Designed for
multiple age groups. Prerequisite: must be familiar
with basic vocabulary such as colors and numbers.

Program length: 1.25 hrs, 8 sessions, 10 hours
$50 for all 8 sessions

Dates of class:
February 27, 29; March 5, 7, 12, 14, 19 and 26th

Summer Camp Programs

Call or check our website for pricing, descriptions
and registration information regarding our multiple
day and summer camp programming.

Pa German Folk Arts and Crafts
June 17-20, 2008

10am-2pm

Ages 6-12

PA German Food and Folklore
July 15-18, 2008

10am-2pm

Ages 6-12

A Photographic Exploration: PA German Life
on the Farm, in the Garden and at the Market
August 5-8 e

10am-3pm ;’q;rji

Ages 8 and up —
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Many Thanks to our Fabulous Volunteers in 2007

Over 300 Hours in 2007
Fran Witte
Jeannette Witte

Over 200 Hours in 2007
Jerry and Laura Heebner
Charlie and Betty Shank

Over 100 Hours in 2007
Kay Bachkai

Darlis Fouts

Norma Jamison

Barbara A. Heist

Mary Jane Herrmann
Sharon Reihman

Jean Ross

Claude and Mae Schultz

To 100 Hours in 2007
Andy Anders

David G. Argall

Ed and Kathy Bieler
William and Ginny Bourne
Sara B. Borr

John W. Bryant
Suzanne Carlin

Linda K. Cassel

Jerry A. Chiccarine
Kenneth W. Clemens

Barbara Cornish

Carol L. Daniels

Kim Dietrich

Diane L. Dunn

Dan Ferry

Karen Gallagher

Narona Gebert

Jim Gergat

Karl and Mary Jo Gimber
Evonne Glenn

Amber Goupil

Aaron and Lynne Heckler
Robin Hepler

Stephen A. Herczeg
Betty Hildenbrand
Miriam Huber

Doris Iman

Kim Jacobs

Waldo and Lena Johnson
Bob and Lucille Jones
Matt Kennedy

Bob and Lucy Kern

Alan Keyser

Jack Kratz

Charles and Betty Krauss
June Kriebel

Kenneth G. Kriebel
Kevin A. Kriebel

Martin and Kay Kriebel
Michael Kriebel

Helen Krieble

Mark Krupp

Edmund and Grace Kuhns
Jonathan W.R. Lamb
Kathy Lesieur

Ann Lightle

Tom Long

Joanne Luz

Stephen Maund

Jackie McBrearty
Rebecca Clemens McBrien
George W. Meschter
Louise Meschter-Tritton
Laura Moser

Elsie Oerter

Sue Parker

Rosalyn Parry

Tristan and A.J. Perry
Shirley Preston

Phyllis H. Prizer

Linda Quinby

Samantha Reed

Abe and Nancy Roan
Larry J. Roeder

Dalene Seasholtz

Clark Schultz

Scott Schultz

William N. Schultz
Robert Schong

Richard Schweiker

Fred L. Seipt

Carl and Holly Sensenig
Glenn Shannon

Bill and Jane Shermer
Kenneth Slough

Harold and June Smoll
Sandra Spadt

Jeffrey Stauffer

Judith Svansen

Dr. Lisa Swart

Elizabeth Tetlow
Charlene Treffinger

Ron Treichler

Everett S. Tyson, Jr.
Doug Wallinger

Joan Weber-Constabel
Drake and Sandra Williams
Bobby and William Wolf
Frank and Jerry Yanchek
Ruth Yoder

Shawn Yorgey

Please accept our apologies if we
inadvertently missed your name

from this list — and let us know right

away!
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SPRING LECTURE SERIES

This spring, we are offering a variety of lectures in
various formats. The popular Brown Bag lunches are held
on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at noon. Bring your
lunch—beverages provided—and enjoy a lecture while
you eat. These lectures are normally repeated the
following Sunday at 2:00 pm.

EASTERTIDE TRADITIONS
Rebecca Lawrence; Allen Viehmeyer
Wednesday, March 12, noon and

Sunday, March 16, 2:00 pm

German Easter traditions have been
modified and adapted in American culture; it was
the German immigrants who brought the custom
of the Osterhaws or Easter rabbit to the American
colonies. The traditions of crafting egg trees,
saffron egg nests, and Easter birds are no longer
local practices, but the Easter bunny, Easter breads and deco-
rated Easter eggs are still part of today’s customs. A discussion
with audience participation about the German roots of Easter
traditions, focusing on lost Pennsylvania-German and
German-American Eastertide customs.

CASPAR SCHWENCKFELD IN EXILE
Dr. Allen Viehmeyer
Sunday, April 13, 2:00 pm

Caspar Schwenckfeld was forty years old when he
voluntarily left Silesia to live the remaining 30
years of his life in exile. In exile he lived in
southern and southwestern portions of the old
German Empire. This slide presentation tells the

1,j|] | story of Schwenckfeld’s life in exile, focusing on
the cities and towns where he lived and the
. interesting people he met.

SCHWENKFELDER WOMEN:
ROSINA DRESCHER HOFFMAN
Dr. Allen Viehmeyer
Wednesday, June 11, noon and
Sunday, June 15, 2:00 pm

Rosina Drescher stands out among the Schwenkfelder
immigrant women for her legacy - a correspondence with
Silesian relatives. Lasting nearly fifty years, this
correspondence contains much information about family
members and events both here in Pennsylvania and back home
in Silesia. This slide presentation includes excerpts from these
letters and places the information in its historical setting.
Farming and other occupational activities mentioned in these
letters will be featured.

LIBRARY EXHIBIT

Two Centuries of Childhood Mementoes:
Schwenkfelder Documents from 1725 to 1935

Through April 30, 2008

Schoolwork, doodles, photos, music books, letters
and other paper mementoes created =

by Schwenkfelder children between
5 and 16 years of age taken from the
Schwenkfelder Archives are  “2igq-% "
featured in this exhibition.

“PICTURES WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS”:
SCHWENKFELDERS AND EMBLEM BOOKS
Dr. Peter C. Erb
Tuesday, April 8, 7:30 pm and
Wednesday, April 9, noon

Among the many

n;lﬂ"_"qwl.nl hlﬂﬂmltlﬂ YL T T

I_'tn-r.‘l B

art forms that interested
Schwenkfelders before
and after their emigration
to America were what are
known as “emblems”

engravings, etchings, or
woodcuts, depicting
various objects, people,
and activities alongside

S

188

small mottos or poems
directing the readers to reflect further on their meaning.
These were often printed in complete collections known as
“Emblem Books,” and equally often scattered throughout
other books. In his presentation, Peter Erb will provide a
background to the development of the emblem tradition,
introducing some of the major uses of emblems in books
preserved in the Schwenkfelder Library and comment on the
importance of emblems for Schwenkfelders in earlier
centuries.

AN OLD TYME TOUR
OF THE UPPER PERKIOMEN VALLEY
David W. Luz
Wednesday, May 14, noon

Come travel back in time as
. David Luz will show slides of postcards
and pictures of the Upper Perkiomen
Valley from the early 20th century. Help
us identify the location and we’ll discuss
together the many changes that have happened in the Valley
over the past 100 or so years.
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Spring Calendar 2008

Spring 2008 Exhibits

o
Through—April 30, 2008 f I‘
Two Centuries of Childhood Mementoes: 4
Schwenkfelder Documents from 1725 to 1935

Library Hallway Cases

March 18—September 15, 2008
Christopher Sauer: Colonial Printer
Art Gallery

March 25—September 15, 2008

By the Sweat of their Brow: Work and Workers in the
Perkiomen Region

Local History Gallery

April 13—October 14, 2008
Baby Love: Taufschein and Objects of Babyhood
Fraktur Gallery

May 5—August 30, 2008
Upper Perkiomen Valley Baseball Memorabilia
Library Hallway Cases

MASTER’S ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS
MUSEUM STUDIES CLASS
FOR HOMESCHOOL STUDENTS

The Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center (SLHC)
has collaborated with Master’s Academy of Fine Arts (MAFA),
East Greenville, to offer a Museum Studies course for the
Academy’s Spring Fling Course line up in March 2008. In the
6-week enrichment class, students will learn fundamental
knowledge of museum practices, discuss collecting, write
labels, and create 3D gallery models. Classes will be held at the
SLHC and MAFA. Course runs March 20 through April 24
from 10:50am-12:20pm. Age requirement: 11-18 years of age.
Registration for the Spring Fling session is open to students
who do not attend the MAFA. Tuition rates and registration
information can be found on the MAFA website,
http://www.mafa-qtown.org/springfling08.htm or by contacting
the MAFA’s Director Chris Ugi at 215-429-6786. Registration
deadline is March 6th.

NEW PRINT AVAILABLE
SCHUBERT HOMESTEAD

Artist and Schwenkfelder descendant Jack Eagle of
Coopersburg, PA, has created a print from his original painting
of the Graber-Schubert Cabin ca. 1760, located in Powder
Valley, Lehigh County PA. This lovely 11x14 print is signed
by the artist and is available through our Heritage Shop for
$35.00, plus shipping.

Spring 2008 Programs and Events

March 4—3:30 pm, March 6—1:30 & 3:30 pm

Family Workshop—Colored and Scratched Easter
Eggs

March 5, 7,12, 14, 19 & 26—1:30 pm

Basic German Conversation

March 12—Noon, March 16—2:00 pm

Brown Bag Lunch/Lecture—Eastertide Traditions—
Dr. Viehmeyer & Rebecca Lawrence

March 18—3:30 pm, March 20—1:30 & 3:30 pm
Family Workshop—The Egg Tree and other
Eastertide Traditions

March 30—2:00 pm

Boyertown Opera House Fire—Mary Jane Lentz
April 2, 4—1:30 pm

Basic German Workshop

April 8—3:30 pm, April 10—1:30 & 3:30 pm

Family Workshop—Punch Needle Rug Hooking
April 8—7:30 pm, April 9—Noon

Lecture— “Pictures Worth a Thousand Words”:
Schwenkfelders and Emblem Books—Dr. Peter Erb

April 13—2:00 pm
Lecture—Caspar Schwenckfeld in Exile—
Dr. Viehmeyer

April 19, 10:00 am—4:00 pm

Tape Weaving Class for Adults

April 20, 6:30 pm

Fundraiser Dinner Honoring Fred Seipt
May 14—Noon

An Old Tyme Tour of the Upper Perkiomen Valley—
Slide Presentation—David W. Luz

THE BOYERTOWN OPERA HOUSE FIRE
WITH MARY JANE LENTZ

March 30, 2008, 2:00 pm meeting, 2:30 pm program

FRIENDS ANNUAL MEETING @

Immediately following the Friends of the Schwenkfelder
Library & Museum Annual meeting on Sunday, March 30, at 2:00
pm, Mary Jane Lentz will share stories of the Boyertown Opera
House fire of January 11, 1908, that claimed the lives of 170
people. The conflagration, one of the worst disasters to hit
Pennsylvania in the 20th century, resulted in the State Legislature
of Pennsylvania move to enact common sense laws designed to
protect lives. Come and hear Ms. Lentz tell us about this
community tragedy. The public is invited to the program that will
begin when the meeting is concluded about 2:30 pm. The
program is free and refreshments will be served.
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ANNUAL FUND 2007/2008 FINAL REQUEST

A generous friend of the Heritage Center has come forward once again to establish a 2007/2008 Matching Grant
Challenge to help us meet our Annual Fund goal. The first $5,000 in donations received prior to March 31, 2008, in response
to this campaign will be matched dollar for dollar. Each $1.00 you contribute is automatically DOUBLED to a $2.00 gift!

As we go to press, we are $10,000 short of our $145,000 goal. We thank all those who have supported this year’s
campaign and invite anyone who would like to help in this one final effort to respond today! Simply cut out the form below,
complete and return it to: Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center, 105 Seminary Street, Pennsburg, PA 18073.

8

Donations may be made on line at www.schwenkfelder.com. Click on “Annual Campaign”

YES! I want to help the Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center with my donation!

| My check for $ is enclosed, payable to Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center
_| Please charge $ _ to my credit card (circle one): Visa  Mastercard  Discover
Credit Card number: Exp. Date:

| This gift will be matched by

"I Please print your name as you wish to be listed:

| T prefer to donate anonymously (name is not listed).

] My gift is in memory of:

(Print names as you wish to have them listed)

| My gift is in honor of:

(Print names as you wish to have them listed)



