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A Patchwork of Ideas    Apr il 3 – June 30, 2005     
                

               This spring, in conjunction with the exhibit Cotton in Pennsylvania German Life, students from 
surrounding schools are invited to showcase their art in a special exhibit entitled, A Patchwork of Ideas.  
In this exhibit, local young artists are invited to create artwork inspired by the Heritage Center’s Collec-
tion.  The local young artists will be working under two categories that reflect the content of Cotton in 
Pennsylvania German Life.  The two categories are “Printing Textiles”  and “Quilt Piecing/Design” .  Students were encour-
aged to choose from a variety of media including Needlework/Quilting, Watercolor, Pen and ink, 20th century media (such 
as digital images), Fabric or Crayon/Pastels.   
             Block Printing and roller printing of cotton cloth were some of the first methods of creating mass produced printed 
textiles.  To create artwork for this category, students were asked to use any technique or media resulting in a repeated pat-
tern.  Their creativity and artistic expression led them in delightfully inspiring directions. 
             Students were also invited to create a pieced quilt pattern in the media of their own choosing.  Individual students, or 
a whole class, were invited to create designs comprised of students’  quilt blocks. 
             “ This project was made possible through the 5-County Arts Fund, a Pennsylvania Partners in the Arts program of the Pennsylvania Council 

on the Arts, a state agency.  It is funded by the citizens of Pennsylvania through an annual legislative appropriation, and ad-
ministered locally by the Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance.  The Pennsylvania Council on the Arts is supported by the 
National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.  Additional support for the 5-County Arts Fund is provided by the Dela-
ware River port Authority and PECO Energy.”  

Those Fabulous Feedsacks 
Jane Clark Stapel 
May 1, 2005, 2 pm 

   
              A storytelling look at people’s ex-
periences with wearing and using Feedsacks 
many years ago. Dresses, bonnets, baby items, men©s fashions, 
aprons and many household items make up Jane©s abundant 
trunk show. A short slide presentation will show what people 
are doing with Feedsacks today.  
               

              Stapel has worked with vintage fabrics since the Bi-
centennial. Soon after adopting the Blue Ridge Mountains of 
Virginia as her home, she began collecting colorful printed cot-
ton sacks that had been used to hold grain, meal, flour, salt, 
sugar, and everything else that had to be stored.  For the past 
two decades, Stapel has traveled the country using her storytel-
ling abilities and years of diligent research to share with others 
their history and  there place in textile archives.    
 

             "Our purpose,”  explains Stapel, “ is to secure an inte-
gral place in textile history for the Feedsack and the importance 
this fabric played in our heritage. We will continue to research 
and further the interest in these vintage American pieces of the 
past and the importance they played in our lives." 
 
                Supported by a grant from the Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services (IMLS).  Any views, findings, conclusions or 
recommendations expressed in this program do not necessar-
ily represent those of the IMLS. 

Lehigh Guild of Craftsmen  
 

February 13—March 12, 2005 
 

               Members of the Lehigh Valley Guild of 
Craftsmen will be presenting their work with an 

exhibit and sale February 13th through March 12th, 2005 at the 
Schwenkfelder Library and Heritage Center. On exhibit will be 
bandboxes, baskets, carved wood, felted clothing, graphic art, 
jewelry, lampshades, miniature furniture, paper and fabric art, 
paintings, pottery, quilling, redware, scrollsaw cut wooden 
clocks, seat weaving, shaker boxes, turned wood, Ukrainian 
eggs, weaving and wrought iron.  
              The artists are Buffy Albright, Jean Anthony, Chuck 
Arkens, Loretta and Ivan Belac, Jan Chorost, Kathy Delhagen, 
Carolee Fegley, Dave Fegley, Jacqui Hartranft, William Hea-
cock, Liz Hersch, Lewis Hill, Fran Kohlbrenner, Carolyn Lagler, 
Bob McGee, Alice Mumbauer, Ralph Pritsch, Edith Roeder, 
Janis Schmoyer, Debi Short, Elizabeth Weinhofer, Steve 
Wietecha, Denise Wilz, Faye Youse and Ed Youtz. 

Cotton in PA German Life  
March 20 – September 12, 2005 

 
 

The exhibit “Cotton in PA German Life”  
will explore the transition from locally produced 
linen to mass produced cotton cloth for clothing and 
other household objects in the mid 19th century.  A 
color catalog and online exhibition will be featured. 

 
Supported by a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS).  Any views, findings, conclusions or recom-
mendations expressed in this program do not necessarily repre-
sent those of the IMLS. 

� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 
 � � � � �



Registration Fee includes: 
· Participation in Symposium 
· Lunch & break snacks 
· Opportunity to inter-

act with the textile 
experts 

THURSDAY EVENING QUILTING 
  
            For five months, April through Septem-
ber, on a Thursday evening, 6—8 pm, Museum 
Educator Jennifer Allebach will be meeting with 
adults interested in improving  and sharing their 
quilting skills.   
 

Topics/projects for each month are: 
 

· Apr il 7—Make a pillowcase out of 
reproduction 19th century fabrics 

 

· May 12—How to make a ragged edge quilt 
 

· June 2 —How to make a memory T Shirt quilt 
 

· August 4 —How to survive College and other 
adult ventures $5.00 this session, plus fabric, 
sewing machine and supplies included 

 

· September—Learn the basics behind the     
Perkiomen Valley Quilt (split nine patch) (2 to 3 
sessions) Dates to be determined. 

 

Call (215-679-3103)  
or email (jennifer@schwenkfelder.com) 
Jennifer Allebach at the Heritage Center 

For additional info 
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               The Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, an independent Federal grant-making 
agency dedicated to creating and sustaining a 
nation of learners by helping libraries and mu-
seums serve their communities, supports the Schwenk-
felder Library & Heritage Center.  Any views, findings, 
conclusions or recommendations expressed in this pro-
gram do not necessarily represent those of the IMLS. 

Name________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone________________________________________________________________ 
 
� My Check is enclosed for $30.00 
 

� Charge my Credit Card $30.00 
      Visa, MasterCard or Discover 
 

___  Please send me info on accommodations and restaurants in the community 

 

_____________________________    __________ 
              Card #                                         Expiration date 
 
Signature: _________________________________ 
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Saturday 
June 25, 2005 

8:30 am—4:00 pm 

Cotton in PA German L ife Symposium  
Saturday, June 25, 2005, 8:30 am—4:00 pm 

$30.00 
 

Four speakers provide insight into the use, distribution and 
production of cotton cloth, 18th century to the mid 20th 
century, in southeastern PA and the mid Atlantic US. 
 

· 8:30—9:00 am—Registration 
 

· 9:00—9:15 am—Welcome, Candace Perry, Curator  of Col-
lections, SLHC 

 

· 9:15—10:15 am—Nancy Roan, PA German Quilting 
Scholar : The Fabrics in Grandmother’s Quilt. This fascinating dis-
cussion explores the use of cotton and other fabrics used in quilts in 
Southeastern PA.  Nancy uses diaries, store account books and other 
resources in developing her presentation. 

 

· 10:15—10:30 am—break 
 

· 10:30—11:30 am—Patr icia Keller , Textile Histor ian: The 
18th & 19th Century Transition of Household Production to Indus-
trial Textile Consumption.  Pat shares her findings from the study of 
more than 3000 urban and rural Lancaster County 18th and 19th cen-
tury inventories and the data they contain related to the ownership of 
furnishing textiles, textile fiber, fiber processing tools, looms, etc.  
She has traced the changes over time demonstrating the huge impact 
on individuals and households of inexpensive yard goods. 

 

· 11:30—noon— Questions and Answers 
 

· Noon—1:00 pm—Lunch—Ladies Aid Society of the Palm 
Schwenkfelder Church (cost included in Symposium fee) 

 

· 1:00—2:00 pm—Susan Greene, Cornell Fellow &  Costume 
Histor ian: The Use of Cotton in 19th Century Clothing.  An ex-
amination with noted textile expert Susan Greene of printed dress 
fabrics used in the 19th century. 

 

· 2:00—2:15 pm—break 
 

· 2:15—3:15 pm—Barbara Garrett:  The Fabulous World of 
Feedsacks.  Explore the history, development, popularity and decline 
of these marvelous fabrics and how they were used in both quiltmak-
ing and everyday life.  Using a trunk show style presentation, partici-
pants will view authentic feedsacks and vintage items made from 
sacks, including vintage feedsack quilts and contemporary feedsack 
quilts made by Barbara.   Feedsack memories will also be shared. 
These are remembrances that people have shared about how they ac-
quired and used feedsacks, both as children and adults.  

 

· 3:15—4:00 pm—Questions, wrap it up and on your way! 


